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Calm Before The Storm - During some storms 
there is a period of unusual tranquility that seems   
likely to presage difficult times. Sometimes God can be 
felt being quiet when we are most vulnerable or when 
we need Him the most. Jesus was no different while He 
was on the earth. In the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus 
had a great emotional battle. It was awful for Him to 
know the kind of death He had to face. His heart was 
overwhelmed with anguish and crushed with grief. An 
intense feeling of great horror plunged His soul into 
deep sorrow and agony. His own Father seemed       
unusually quiet when Jesus needed Him the most. He 
had none who would keep watch with Him in the     
garden, even His closest disciples during His lowest 
times. He repeatedly went back to see if His disciples 
could watch with Him in prayer. “Then saith he unto 
them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: 
tarry ye here, and watch with me.” Matthew 26:38. 

 

All of us face different types of storm in our day to 
day lives. Don’t expect many, even your closest ones, 
to join hands with you to watch and pray before the 
storm. Even worse, some discourage and even dissent. 

 

Jesus was in agony. In His agony Jesus sweat blood. 
The Greek word agōnia, means to struggle for victory 
or to be precise; it is the exercise that a person does in 
preparation before a contest. A contest or an exam is 
something all humans have to face one time or the 
other. It is time when our faith is put to proof. For kids 
it could be the finals, for a sports person it is a league 
game or a college championship. For a soldier there 
comes a moment when put to active duty or deployed 
in a warzone. Contest is not a choice. It is just a matter 
of time when it befalls us. It is part of our life on earth. 
It is not the most likable scenario. Contest or test is not 
optional. 

 

The purpose of agōnia is to lead or take mastery 
before the actual contest itself. In the Garden of     
Gethsemane Jesus instructed His disciples to watch 
and pray to be prepared for the test ahead. Some 
watch carefully but skip prayer. Others pray but skip 
being vigilant. Both are needed in this exercise. It is not 
the amount of prayer. Jesus hoped his closest three 
would heed His call to watch and pray. They failed to 
pray and to watch. Instead, they slept. Jesus knew the 
storm that they were about to face. Jesus watched and 
prayed before the storm. 

 

Watch and pray, that ye enter not into             temp-
tation… (Matthew 26:41). The temptation comes be-
fore the actual contest. The temptation is about curb-
ing our flesh or taking mastery in the Spirit Man. Jesus 
gave us a peek into the process when being tempted. 
“The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak.” Mark 
14:38. The Spirit is ready means it’s       assertively pre-
disposed. On the contrary, human     nature is strength-
less. Here lies the exposure of victory or failure. Your 
Spirit Man alone is predisposed to the  victory in your 
storm. It is beyond your flesh, will, mind and even 
emotions. There is a latency in humans when it comes 
to handling things of the Spirit Man. We are not just 
composed of the Spirit. We have a body and soul that 

needs to be dealt with on earth even as      regenerate 
or born-again believers. The Greek for  Spirit is ready is 
prothumos. It means Spirit is already set to produce 
fruit. When faced with a test or contest, our body and 
soul realm need to yield to the spirit realm to produce 
fruit. 

 

Prayer is not a mere mental exercise.  Prayer is an 
activity that is led by the spirit realm that our mental 
and bodily realm need to concede to. Just like an    
athlete has to curb his body and mental framework 
before a game, prayer can be agonizing when our  
body and soul fights the spirit realm. Agony is not a 
desirable place for our soul or body to be in. The desire 
of the spirit can be agonizing and a torture for the 
body, mind and emotional being. Prayer is a spiritual 
activity.  

 

The Spirit is willing.  The Spirit Man within is      
always ready, willing and available to face any           
situation because there is no situation too big or small 
for Him. “With men this is impossible; but with God    all 
things are possible.” Matthew 19:26. The spirit realm 
has no restrictions. However, our body and    soul has 
desires and expectancies as well which can be contra-
ry to the Spirit Man that needs to be overcome. It is the 
watching and praying that enables us to yield to the 
Spirit Man which our flesh, will and emotions is impo-
tent and strengthless to handle. Jesus knew it very 
well in His case. He handled the greatest storm or con-
test of His life by taking His own advice. His closest 
disciples chose to sleep away during heaviness, sorrow 
and grief (Luke 22:45) and therefore fled from Him  
later. 

 

In another instance Jesus slept during a storm. He 
was in a boat with the disciples going to the other side. 
He was certain that they were going to the other side 
of the lake. Jesus did not struggle before or during the 
storm because He already knew the outcome as He 
yielded to the Spirit. But in the Garden of Gethsemane 
He had something unsettled. He was praying, saying, 
“Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me” 
Luke 22:42. He knew the Father’s intent but His soul 
desired a different one. It takes time and effort to deal 
with our flesh and soul. The Spirit Man in a born-again 
person is always in harmony with the Spirit of God. 
Victory is inevitable for the Spirit. Just like Jesus,  
apostle Paul had to face a storm towards the end of his 
life as recorded in Acts 27. He received the word in the 
middle of the storm. The word was that none of the 
lives will be lost although the ship will be totaled (Acts 
27:22-25). All he did was to yield to the word. Thus, the 
first thing in prayer is to discern the desire of the Spirit 
Man. Let us press in to hear clearly His intent and yield 
to the Spirit daily.  

 

Is God really silent? The Lord is never silent. God 
shall come manifestly: our God shall come, and shall not 
keep silence (Psalms 50:3). Silence is something we     
encounter in our journey with Him. He has finished all His 
work since the foundation of the world (Hebrews 4:3). 
Moreover, He paid off all the debt in full that we owed on 
the cross. He cried, Testelestai which means “it is          
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finished”. On our end, silence is felt when there is a 
delay in what we expect Him to do in our lives. Silence 
is felt on our part when we see God work differently 
from one season to another in our lives. When there    
is stillness in our lives we feel abandoned or rejected 
by God. Feelings come and go. Our activity bar can    
go up or down. None changes God or His ways. He is 
sovereign over every situation and Lord of all. Jesus 
did not consider the request of Martha and Mary in a 
timely manner when Lazarus became sick. God did not 
show up as Elijah expected when he was afraid for his 
life and was hiding in the cave. God showed up 
through a still small voice to Elijah. 

 

Wait in Jerusalem.  Jesus was not comfortable       
entering Jerusalem. He loved Jerusalem. But He was 
heart-broken foreseeing its imminent destruction.     
He mourned for Jerusalem when He entered on a  
donkey. Jerusalem also was the place where He was 
about to become the sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
humankind. Nevertheless, despite the imprisonment 
and suffering awaiting there, as the Spirit compelled 
apostle Paul he chose to go to Jerusalem Acts 20:22-
23. We may not fully know what will happen to us and 
how things will pan out. We learn to wait in our        
uncomfortable place until the Lord works things out in 
our lives.  

 

Remain silent as He is about to act.  Silence can 
also mean calmness before the storm. Calmness      
before a storm seems mysterious. When the air seems 
still and calm before the storm, nature knows how      
to react. The birds stop singing and quickly return to 
their nests. During the calm before the storm,            
remember that the blessing is in being in the nest. It is 
time to get in our caves and wait on the Lord. It is a 
time to reconvene and press harder with the Lord.  
Jesus did exactly that in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
But His disciples did not. Jesus gave a subliminal   
message to that effect when He asked the disciples to 
wait in Jerusalem until they received power from on 
high. Jerusalem was not a comfortable place for most 
of Jesus’s disciples. They were Galileans and outcasts. 
Jerusalem was a place visited during high holy days by 
the Jews at that time. 

 

Jerusalem is a position and state of mind when we 
are in awe of Him as it is the place of His holy temple. 
It is a place where we keep silence before Him and in 
double peace at the same time. Zechariah 2:13 “Be 
silent, O all flesh, before the Lord: for he is raised up out 
of his holy habitation.” When we remain in peace and 
rest in our Jerusalem is when we see Him rise from His 
place of abode which is Jerusalem. “But the Lord is in 
his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before 
him.” Habakkuk 2:20. His throne is    established in Zion 
and Jerusalem. He has not chosen another abode until 
New Jerusalem comes down in Revelation. It is not so 
much about the geography   because Jesus said it is 
not in this mountain or nor in Jerusalem people will 
worship the Father. 

 

In the New Testament we are the living temples of 
God and they who worship Him worship Him in truth 
and Spirit. This condition of surrender and faith is our 
Jerusalem today. That is the place from which the 

Lord shows up from. There is only one place of rest 
and sabbath for believers in Messiah. We need to 
quickly convene to that place of fellowship with Him in 
the Spirit.  

 

The First Response of Ekklessia.  People of God 
expect the Lord to work on their behalf. Everything the 
Lord does on earth He does on behalf of His Ekklesia. 
When the Lord is in His Holy Temple and is about to 
manifest, He expects a certain response from His     
people. The Lord bids us to return to Him first. The 
remnant church needs to settle the account with the 
Lord. The Lord needs us to be the first responders.     
“If my people, who are called by my name, shall    hum-
ble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways” (2 Chronicles 7:14) is the cove-
nant He made with His people. We respond to Him first 
in repentance. “Therefore say thou unto them, Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith 
the Lord of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith 
the Lord of hosts.” (Zechariah 1:3). “Turn ye now from 
your evil ways, and from your evil doings: but they did 
not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith  the Lord.”.  
(Zechariah 1:4). How do we do that? Repentance has 
three steps in this verse. 1)Repentance is doing a 180 
degree return from our evil actions and our ways. 
Sometimes we repent just of our actions and still    
continue in our own ways. Ways are “derek” in Hebrew 
which are the means and purpose by which we         
undertake our actions. Sometimes it is just not easy to 
overcome our actions if we don’t repent of our ways. 
We choose to turn from our actions and ways.                 
2) “Shama” in Hebrew means to listen with  the intent 
to obey. To shama is the next step to repentance. To 
shama His pleasing will is better than sacrifice to        
the Lord. A keen heart to listen to comply and obey the 
Lord is a condition as we grow into in our walk         
with the Lord. 3) “Qashab-Qashab” in Hebrew means 
pricking our heart condition. Qashab that is a work of 
the Holy Spirit in us. This is the process that brought 
the three thousand to respond to the first Pentecost 
sermon in Act 2:37. “ Now when they heard this, they 
were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to 
the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall 
we do?”  Qashab brings conviction in our heart by the 
Holy Spirit which leads to repentance. To shama and 
qashab is better than the fat of rams according to 1 
Samuel 15:22. “Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great 
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying 
the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey (shama) is     bet-
ter than sacrifice, and to hearken (qashab) than the fat 
of rams.”  

Thankfully, the Lord’s first response to our sins is 
not punishment. His hope is that we turn to Him in 
repentance. This is a privilege only available to         
humans. If we still chose not to follow the repentance 
route then the only option left is to bear the                
consequences of our sins. It is scary! But at this point 
His hands are tied.  

 

The vision of red horseman is near. “I saw by night, and 
behold a man riding upon a red horse, and he stood 
among the myrtle trees that were in the bottom; and 
behind him were there red horses, speckled, and white.” 
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Zechariah 1:8. Prophet Zechariah sees this vision in the 
night. It represents a time of adversity, crisis and cap-
tivity. He sees the horseman among the myrtle trees. 
The myrtle tree represents the remnant church that 
has repented and is ready for God to move on their 
behalf. God does not do things in this world just be-
cause he created it. He chose to do things on earth in 
response to the remnant church. The three horses in 
the vision represent three roles of the Holy Spirit in 
this season. The red horse represents judgment. The 
red horse is also mentioned in Revelation 6:4. The fiery 
red horse and its rider was given permission to take 
peace away from the earth and to make people 
slaughter one another. Red horse is a sign of         
judgement that is about to be unleashed upon the  
ungodly church and ungodly administrations on earth. 
It follows a period of shaking of the system of the 
world. Jesus gave us a clue in John 16:8, the three 
roles of the Holy Spirit. “And when he is come, he will 
reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment .”  The red horse represents judgement that 
the Lord Himself will initiate by His Spirit. 
 

White horse Zechariah saw is referred in Revelation 
19:11. “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white 
horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful 
and True, and in righteousness”. White horse reminds 
that all the acts of God are true and faithful. He is 
clothed in pure righteousness. His actions are always 
righteous irrespective of our feelings of fairness.         
He does all things well. The white horse is the aspect 
of the Holy Spirit that convicts the world of His      
righteousness. He is righteous and just in all His ways. 

 

The third horse is a reddish-brown horse. The      
Hebrew word of reddish-brown comes from the root 
word that means “hissing” or “to whistle.” In          
Zechariah 10:8, the Lord says, “I will hiss for them, and 
gather them; for I have redeemed them: and they shall 
increase as they have increased.” This represents the 
Lord gathering His remnant church as they repent in 
this season. They are coming out of all nations. The 
third role of the Holy Spirit is to convict us of sin in 
John 16:8. As we shama and qashab, He gathers us 
back from captivity. This threefold work of the Holy 
Spirit happens all throughout the earth. To natural 
eyes it looks like all the land is sitting still, and is quiet 
without much activity of the Spirit (Zechariah 1:10-11). 
But only the Lord can bring shaking, sifting and        
shifting all at the same time in this season.  

 

The cry of the remnant.  There is a cry from the 
remnant on the earth. Zechariah 1 and 2 provide us 
some answers. “O LORD of hosts, how long wilt thou not 
have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of    Judah” 
Zechariah 1:12. It was hard to comprehend to some 
why the Lord is not dealing with the injustice on earth 
and yet the Lord seems to be silent. The remnant can-
not understand why God is not showing mercy to His 
people and allowing the captivity to continue all these 
years. Despite what we feel, the Lord has good news 
for you. The Lord has words of tobe. Tobe in   Hebrew 
means good pleasure and favor. Do not be     frustrated 
or in panic mode as the Lord is about to roar. “And the 
LORD answered the angel that talked with me with 
good words and comfortable words.      So the angel 

that communed with me said unto me, Cry thou, saying, 
Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I          am jealous for Jeru-
salem and for Zion with a great jealousy. And I am very 
sore displeased with the       heathen (ungodly nations) 
that are at ease: for I was but a little displeased, and 
they helped forward the affliction” (Zechariah 1:13-15). 
Know that the Lord has not forgotten. He is always 
zealous for His remnant church even when we don’t 
always feel that way. We feel abandoned and that God 
does not care enough at times. He is great in anger 
with the wealthy nations because they helped forward 
evil. God is speaking and it is not what you thought it 
is. Remember when He is silent that He is frustrated 
just like the remnant that is crying out for favor and 
justice. He shares our pain and as intercessors we also 
share His pain in our hearts. That is part of what went 
through in the Garden of Gethsemane as well.  

 

The plumbline is dropped. A plumbline is a      
measuring line. It is a cord weighted with lead that is 
used in building to check that vertical structures are 
true. It is used symbolically to refer to the divine 
standard against which God holds His people to. When 
the plumbline is dropped it is a season of rebuilding 
His temple. “Therefore thus saith the LORD; I am     re-
turned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be 
built in it, saith the LORD of hosts, and a line shall be 
stretched forth upon Jerusalem. Cry yet, saying, Thus 
saith the LORD of hosts; My cities through prosperity 
shall yet be spread abroad; and the LORD shall yet com-
fort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem.”     Zechariah 
1:16-17. 

 

Yhwh will return you to Jerusalem (place of double 
peace) with his compassion. The word racham used in 
Hebrew for compassion portrays the most delicate 
care like cherishing a fetus. “He will revive His work    
in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years He 
will make it known; in wrath remember compassion 
(racham).” Habakkuk 3:2. He promises to remember 
us in compassion when we are in a state of                  
restlessness and when there is commotion all around. 
Don’t assume God is done prospering the remnant. It 
has only begun. He says that the encampments shall 
repeatedly be spread abroad because of His favor. 
Yhwh shall repeatedly comfort Zion and repeatedly 
choose Jerusalem v.17.  

The four horns that scatters. And he said unto me: 
‘These are the horns which have scattered Judah,   Isra-
el, and Jerusalem.’ Zec 1:19. The four horns here are 
the false horns and the forces of the world that have 
led the church into captivity. The one who       scatters 
is Satan. Of course, he can only scatter with God’s per-
mission. When a nation drifts away from the Lord, the 
vessels of judgement infiltrate to scatter the church. 
The four horns first mentioned in the Bible are the four 
horns in the four corners of the altar in the tabernacle. 
While the horns of the altar is a place of refuge and 
salvation for His people, the stubborn church neglects 
to take refuge in the God of salvation. As a result the 
horns of judgment are sent to scatter.  

 

The new breed of builders rising. God always         
provides a counteracting force to overcome His enemy in 
every generation. Zechariah 1:20-21 refers to a set of 
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every generation. Zechariah 1:20-21 refers to a set of 
craftsmen or artisans. Some versions use carpenters. 
They are the skillful workers that the Lord will raise. 
They are the builders that build the kingdom way in all 
sectors of society. They are the Bezalels and Oholiabs 
the Lord gave Moses to help with the building of the 
tabernacle. They were anointed with the wisdom from 
God and technical knowledge (Exodus 31:3). They are 
the ones who build bridges between the nations and 
kingdom of God. They are the kingdom builders raised 
in the marketplace, educators, government sector and 
so on. It is an army of remnant builders. The artisans 
that stand against the powers of the four horns in this 
age are the builders of the house of the Lord in this 
season(2 Kings 12:11). These builders are coming out 
of captivity of humanism ruling nations today just like 
the artisans mentioned that came out of the seventy-
year captivity of Israel those days. 
 

Today we are in a precipice of a crumbling          
economy worldwide that was rebuilt since the second 
world war. Many nations including the United Nations 
have passed the seventy-year anniversaries in the past 
couple of years. The recent one being China that just 
had its seventy-year anniversary since the communist 
takeover in 1949. But today we have a world economy 
left in greater debt and abuse than ever. Just in the 
past two decades the National Debt of America has 
grown over five times to 28 trillion from 5.6 trillion in 
2000. Note that in 226 years since the founding of 
America the outstanding debt was only over 5 trillion 
and in the past 20 years it grew to 28 trillion? It is a 
sign of a failing system. The central banks and        
monetary funds have tried the same policies of debt 
and slavery again and again at the expense of crashing 
the economies and currencies of nations. And this is 
where we are today. 

 

The current systems have disrupted the power of 
nations. It has torn nations and also scattered the 
church from their possessions. These craftsmen are 
the army of the Lion of Judah that will arise against 
the false structures and rebuild according to the     
kingdom plan in this season. The Enemy works 
through the horns of captive power structures that like 
to keep people in bondage like the Egyptians. But 
these builders and craftsmen will challenge the world 
systems and set many captives free by the Spirit of 
God and understanding from above. The captive    
powers thought no one would lift up their heads out of 
their captivity with which they enslaved the church 
and rest of the world. “Then said I, What come these to 
do? And he spake, saying, These are the horns which 
have scattered Judah, so that no man did lift up his 
head: but these are come to fray them, to cast out the 
horns of the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the 
land of Judah to scatter it.”  Zechariah 1:21. 

 

Building with angelic help. The whole chapter of 
Zechariah chapter 2 is about the kingdom work of    
rebuilding. It has to be done precisely according to 
God’s measurement referring to the plumbline in 
Zechariah 2:1. The work of God and the church is also 
the business of His angels. This season of rebuilding in 
Zec 2 is a season of angelic encounters, signs and     
miracles, and divine encounters. Though the kingdom 

army is small in number they are backed by the Spirit 
of God and heavenly hosts. The Lord will renew our 
strength to run like youth again. That other angel told 
him, “Run and tell that young man: ‘Jerusalem will be 
an inhabited city without walls due to the number of 
people and livestock within it ( Zechariah 2:4). Yhwh 
himself will be the wall of fire for protection for her 
and will be her supply of glory. The Spirit of God has 
no bounds the Ekklesia will be a building without walls 
and with walls of fire all around with the glory of God. 
This is the kingdom movement that is coming. 
 

“Ho, Zion, escape, thou that dwellest with the 
daughter of Babylon”- Zec 2:7  Therefore, the Lord is 
urging us to come out of any limiting structures 
whether they are traditions of men or corporate    
structures. It is time for the Eklessia to separate    
themselves out of the captive structures of the land of 
the north (commercial structures) and from Babylon 
(world structures that are rooted in walking in          
confusion). The root meaning of Babylon is chaos       
or confusion). It is time for Zion, the remnant church 
to be consecrated and come out of Babylon structures 
Zechariah 2:6-7. The remnant church cannot be in the 
midst of the daughter of Babylon anymore. Zion and         
Babylon do not go together. Jesus made it clear that 
we cannot serve God and Mammon at the same time. 
“No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate 
the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the 
one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon (wealth)”. Matthew 6:24. The remnant 
church is the apple of His eyes. “Surely, he that      
touches you touches the apple of his eye.” (Zechariah 
2:8). After God gloriously delivers his remnant from the 
nations, He will then punish them for grievous          
calamities. The glory of God going before you will go 
into all nations- spread through you to all sectors and 
nations. The Lord will be zealous for His remnant 
church that is coming out of Babylon and unto Zion. 
The ones that are persecuted will serve the house of 
the Lord. All the haughty nations will come to your feet 
as you rise up as the remnant church. As the Lord 
brings shaking of Babylon structures, they will bring 
spoil to the remnant church or people of Zion. 

 

The picture of the coming revival. “For, behold, I will 
shake mine hand upon them, and they shall be a spoil to 
their servants: and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts 
hath sent me. Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, 
lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the 
LORD. And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in 
that day, and shall be my people: and I will dwell in the 
midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the LORD of 
hosts hath sent me unto thee. And the LORD shall inherit 
Judah his portion in the holy land, and shall choose Je-
rusalem again.” (Zechariah 2:9-12). We may not under-
stand the full picture of God’s revival plan now but will 
see it then. This prophecy is also tied into Isaiah 2:2-3. 
“And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the 
mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established in 
the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above 
the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many 
people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to 
the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of 
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Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, 
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. God of   
Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we will 
walk in His paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.”  
 

Valley of Jehoshaphat (Yah judges) For the nations 
who chose not to partake in the coming revival the 
consequence is straightforward. According to Joel 3:12
-14, either you come and repent before the Holy Spirit 
or be judged by the God of justice. “Let the heathen be 
wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for 
there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about. Put 
ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you 
down; for the press is full, the fats    overflow; for their 
wickeness is great. Multitudes,   multitudes in the valley 
of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley 
of decision.” 

 

In the time of the gathering the true harvest, the 
Lord also let the tares that He let grow for so long will 
also be gathered and separated. “But he said, Nay; lest 
while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat 
with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest: 
and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gath-
er ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles 
to burn them: but gather the wheat into my 
barn.”  (Matthew 13:29-30). The harvest of the gospel 
of the kingdom is ripe. It is time for the remnant to 
engage in the coming revival and preach the gospel to 
bring in the harvest. When the remnant church         
engages in the work of the harvest the Lord will cause 
the tares also to be gathered to be burned. He did not 
let the tares to be pulled out before the harvest in the 
parable.  

 

Post Passover judgment and breakthrough. “The 
LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from 
Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: 
but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the 
strength of the children of Israel.” Joel 3:16. When the 
shaking comes, the only place of refuge will be in the 
place of Zion and Jerusalem, which is represented the 
remnant church that has repented and is willing to 
serve the Lord wholeheartedly.  Post Passover judg-
ment is coming on ungodly administrations and un-
godly churches. As the remnant church consecrates 
and passes over to a   season of breakthrough in this 
Passover season, the rebellious ones also pass over to 
judgment. 

 

Silence before the storm. Zechariah Chapter 2  
concludes the picture of rebuilding, harvest and     
judgment with a silence before the Lord. It is the   
calmness that we present in our souls. “Be silent, O all 
flesh, before the LORD: for he is raised up out of his holy 
habitation.” Zechariah 2:13. He never sleeps or slum-
bers. He is perfect in all His ways. It is we who need to 
be in silence and awe. When God does all this, the 
flesh and human nature in us need to remain in humil-
ity and awe before Him. The Lord is about to arise out 
of His holy abode-the Zion. 

 

In the chaotic times we are in and when God seems 
to remain silent, it is time for us to be silent in humility 
and awe of His ways and His marvelous works. He is 

capable of and is willing to do. He has never changed 
His mind since Jesus cried, “it is finished” on the cross. 
When we cannot see a plan, He has a plan. We learn to 
be in silence in the place of His holy abode. This is the 
offering of our bodies as living sacrifices everyday 
(Romans 12:1-2). It is ironic that the place Jesus and 
disciples suffered the most was in Jerusalem. We are 
urged to follow our Master to Jerusalem just like He 
suffered fully trusting in the plan of the Father. Jesus 
felt totally lost and abandoned. He cried out with a 
loud voice, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?”  It was all worth it. Otherwise we wouldn’t be 
loving and serving Him today. Maranatha! 
 

 

My Journey on This Side of Eternity  
 

By: Albert Davis, Sr. 
 

This shares the story of one individual whom God 
used when it looked as if he was not going to live 
past the age of fourteen. God's plan and purpose for 
him are still active, even at the age of eighty. His 
story also  illustrates how God wills us to His glory. 
This author's story also reveals that God's love   
reaches out to every man, woman, boy, and girl on 
the face of this planet. 
 

The author's story will also show how God had    
kept him from being exposed to certain negative 
experiences in his life that would hinder what the 
Lord had planned for his life. If there was a situation 
that started out as being negative, the Lord would 
intervene and turn it into a positive for His glory. 
 

The accounts given in the author's story will give you 
insight as to how the Lord will not give up on you. 
 

On his journey, the author learned four important 
things: 
 

1. Make God's Word your rule of faith and code of 
conduct. 

 

2. This is not all there is. We are all on a journey. 
 

3. Let the Lord always be your inspiration and 
encouragement. 

 

4. Feed your faith, and you will starve your 
doubts. 

 

His book is available at Barnes and Noble, Kindle 
Store, Kobo and Google Play Books. 
 

Rev. Albert Davis, Sr., a humble and great man of 
God, currently serves AIGA in the positions of Field 
Director of the Southwestern Division and Chairman 
of the California Tri-County Committee. We are 
blessed to have him as part of this ministry. 
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(New AIGA Authors! Continued) 
 

Ordinary Reflections from Here, There, and God’s Word 
 

By Elouise H. Hults 
 

In our daily routine, God often places responses and directions for 
us in ways we believe provide needed answers for whatever that 
is or will be there for us to deal with. Those very words heard or 
read are often from someone nearby, during our personal and 
regular activities or situation., sharing needed encouragement, 
direction, or some type of help for any future issue that may ar-
rive. And yes, of course, God does provide answers with direction 
or loving blessings specifically for us straight from His Word. 
 

Life is full of basics and routine. I call the ordinary. Within and all 
around us ordinary reigns here, there, and in the Bible. Life has its 
ordinary. With the Lord’s help I wrote the Ordinary Reflections 
from Here, There, and God’s Word. It’s a day by day reading for all 
years, 366 days (leap year is included). Each day begins with 
scripture and ends with a short prayer. You wil be blessed as you 
read, meditate, and receive what the Lord has for you. 
 

The book is available for you online via Amazon, Barnes and  
Noble, Kobo, Google Play Books, Target, and on Christian Book 
Distributers.  
 

Elouise Hults has been affiliated with AIGA since May 
2010 as a Christian Worker. 
 

Samson and the Power of God 
 

By Pastor Isaac Jackson 
 

Samson and the Power of God is an uplifting book that will take 
you through the journey of Samson and explore how God’s   
Power revealed in his life is relevant for today’s church. This is an 
encouraging and motivating exploration into what we, God’s 
people, need to hold onto, and believe in, as we continue to walk 
in His glorious light.  
 

Isaac Jackson, Sr. has been in ministry over 40 years, been an 
Ordained Minister with AIGA since January 1993, and brings with 
him a wealth of knowledge. Since graduating from the Berean 
Bible Institute, Isaac has gone on to write many papers, articles, 
and books related to the study of God’s Word. He has both 
taught and preached in many institutions/churches across the 
country and is now back to give you a timeless and encouraging 
word of God’s power, as exhibited by Samson. 
 

Available for $8.99 through Pastor Jackson’s website at 
“aaronandhurministry.org” or on Amazon Kindle as an eBook. 
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MISSIONS 
 

AIGA is blessed to have so many incredible     
affiliated ministers, ministries, and missionaries. 
Our 60-year anniversary has caused us to look 
back to some of our established relationships.  
 

We are pleased to share Timothy II, a missions ministry 
with a home base in San Bernardino, California. This 
dynamic ministry was begun by an amazing minister, 
Rev. Donald Lent (11/2/1930 to 8/3/2020) and became 
affiliated with AIGA January 18, 1986. Rev. “Timothy II” 
Lent designated Rev. David Betts as his successor April 
11, 2016. Today Rev. Betts and his team continues this 
thriving ministry that reaches all around the world. 
 

They have leaders established in the following countries 
to oversee and assist: Pastor Bert Montillano: 
Philippines; Rev. Herminio Castillo-Rodriguez: Northern 
Mexico / Guatemala; Rev. Daniel Perez Rodriguez: 
Southern Mexico / Dominican Republic; Pastor 
Moses Awuyo: Uganda; Rev. Elisha Suleiman: 
Tanzania; Rev. Paul Barfoot: Australia; Rev. Jerry 
Lalic: Canada; Rev. Elizer Besnard: Mauritius; 
Rev. Zaw Naing Win: Myanmar / Thailand; Brother 
Andrew: Middle East / Spain / Pakistan. 
 

In each country they establish churches, bible 
studies, and Leadership training. They assist their 
leaders in ministering the gospel in their areas. 
They also have a special ministry, “The Mabuhay 
Connection” (the word “Mabuhay” means to Have 
Life in Tagalog, the Filipino language and they 
believe it means to have an abundant life as told 
in John 10:10). This is their avenue to help support 
the needs of the poor Saints throughout the world 
by shipping supplies (clothing, food, toiletries, 
medicines, office supplies, etc.) to their established 
leaders to distribute to the poor and needy in their 
congregations and throughout their areas. 
 

To learn more about Timothy 2 ministry, visit their 
website at timothy2.org. 

 
As for God, his way 
is perfect: the word 
of the Lord is tried: 
he is a buckler to 
all those that trust 
in him.    Psalms 18:30 

ANNOUNCEMENT  
 

From Our Webmaster 
 

Be sure to check the AIGA website regularly for  
updated information on State, Regional and National 
Convention and activities. The website also has 
links to the International Gospel Herald magazine 
and archived articles by the late founder of AIGA 
Dr. Rayl. To access the site go to: 
 

https://www.aigahq.org  
 

If you have questions or comments concerning 
the website please email me at: 
 

dtaylor@aigahq.com 



 

Our AIGA Ministers 

Dr. H. Arlene Rayl (MO) Ordained - July 1962 

Rev. Charles Browning (MO) Ordained - January 1967 

Verna Gruver (MO) Christian Worker - May 1967 

Dr. Carl McKalip (MO) Ordained - September 1968 

Dr. Cora Jean Black (PA) Ordained - May 1970 

Janet Burns (MO) Christian Worker - August 1970 

Rev. Shirley Gill (CA) Ordained - January 1973 

Rev. John Smith (VA) Ordained - September 1973 

Rev. Virgil McWhorter (MO) Ordained - July 1974 

Rev. Harry Chronister (IL) Ordained - November 1974 

Rev. Connie Chronister (IL) Ordained - November 1974 

Rev. Robert Lavy (IL) Ordained - January 1975 

Rev. Hubert Prewett (GA) Ordained - May 1975 

Dorothy Smith (TN) Christian Worker - July 1975 

Rev. Daniel George (TX) Ordained - July 1975 

Brian Lester (MO) Ordained - September 1975 

Rev. G. Ann Orr (TX) Ordained - May 1976 

Rev. V. Joyce Morris (VA) Ordained - May 1976 

Rev. Nettie Jean Byrd (VA) Ordained - April 1977 

Rev. Charles Graham (VA) Licensed Minister - July 1978 

Rev. Angeline Lugo (IL) Ordained - January 1979 

Rev. Brenda Hutcheson (AR) Ordained - March 1979 

Rev. Albert Davis (CA) Ordained - March 1979 

Rev. F. DeWayne Hardcastle (MO) Ordained - October 1979 

Rev. Virginia Pulliam (IL) Ordained - March 1980 

Rev. Richard Wilder (MN) Ordained - April 1980 

Rev. Russell Thibodeaux (TX) Ordained - July 1980 

Rev. Shirley Matthews (TN) Ordained - July 1980 

Rev. Sandra Weber (MO) Licensed - November 1980 

Rev. David Gourley (MO) Ordained - January 1981 

Rev. Duane Young (WA) Ordained - March 1981 

Rev. Wallace Cooper (OH) Ordained - May 1981 

Rev. Janet Ferguson (IL) Ordained - July 1981 

Rev. James Shaw (CA) Ordained - August 1981 

Rev. Debera Barreto (TX)  Ordained - October 1981 

Our AIGA Ministries 

Rose Of Sharon Full Gospel Temple / DeSoto MO  
Rev. Carl McKalip - Church Chartered November 1965 
 

FGMF/ Lighthouse Community Church / Perris CA 
Rev. Edward Magana - Church Chartered January 1973 
 

Gateway to the West Evangelistic Crusades / St. Louis MO 
Rev. Brian Lester - Evangelistic Chartered September 1975 
 

Full Gospel Pentecostal Assembly / St. Louis MO 
Rev. James Clubb - Church Chartered October 1977 
 

David Gourley Ministries / Houston MO 
Rev. David Gourley / Evangelistic Chartered January 1981 
 

Believer's Assembly Church / Beach City OH 
Rev. Anthony McKinney - Church Chartered December 1981 
 

Richard Green Ministries / St. Louis MO 
Rev. Richard Green - Evangelistic Chartered November 1983 
 

Pioneer Outreach Ministries International / Heflin AL 
Rev. Helen Toombs - Evangelistic Chartered November 1983 
 

Grafton Full Gospel Church / Grafton IL 
Rev. Samuel Williams - Church Chartered May 1984 
 

Timothy II / San Bernardino CA 
Rev. David Betts - Evangelistic Chartered January 1986 
 

Heartfelt Ministries / Mineral Point MO 
Rev. Randy Barron - Evangelistic Chartered September 1986 
 

Blessed Hope Chapel / Chesapeake VA 
Rev. John Smith - Church Chartered May 1987 
 

Living Waters of Rehoboth Church / Saluda VA 
Rev. Terry Lawson-Roppolo - Church Chartered November 1987 
 

Jesus' Miracle Power Ministries & Outreach / New Orleans LA 
Rev. Janyce Stratton - Evangelistic Chartered December 1987 
 

The Faith Lighthouse Church / Bakersfield CA 
Rev. Wilma Robinson - Church Chartered August 1988 
 

Emmanuel Outreach Center of Mendota / Mendota CA 
Rev. Jose Nava - Church Chartered September 1988 
 

Survival Ministries / Perris CA 
Rev. Edward Magana - Mission Chartered March 1990 
 

Kid’s Konnection / Washington DC 
Rev. Theresa Mullen - Mission Chartered September 1990 
 

Frontier Ministries / Alexandria VA 
Rev. Brent Vermillion -  Mission Chartered August 1991 
 

Repairers of the Breach / Covington GA 
Rev. Shirley Smith - Mission Chartered October 1991 
 

Soul’s Harbor Pentecostal Church / Van Buren MO 
Rev. Gene Etheridge - Church Chartered September 1992 

Looking Back to Beginnings 
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In celebration of our Diamond 60 Years in Ministry Anniversary, we would like to mention a few of our pillars that 

have been with us since the beginning to early years, A SINCERE THANK YOU! 



Our 60th Anniversary AIGA National Convention 2022 opening service with 
Rev. Eddie Mitkos addressing the congregation: Are WE Ready? There is 
a great homecoming. And I am looking forward to that day, but until then, 
we still have a lot of work to do so “Don’t Quit”. God says this in His Word 
many ways and He means “DON’T QUIT!” My God says that no matter 
what, I am there for you.  
 

Joshua 1:1-2 Now after the death of Moses the servant of the 
LORD it came to pass, that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son 
of Nun, Moses' minister, saying, Moses my servant is dead; 
now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this     
people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the     
children of Israel. 
 

God is talking to Joshua as he is sitting on the riverbank. Moses is gone. 
The Israelites are going through their prescribed time of mourning. Through 
Moses God spoke to the people; they saw all their deliverance, all their 
miracles, and all their provision. How frightened they must have felt. That 
chapter is now closed and now God is speaking to this man, Joshua. Do 
you think Joshua ever saw himself standing there where he was that day? 
Do you think that God will ask you to do something that you are always 
expecting? We are in the last days and God is going to need someone to 
get a backbone to stand up, to cross a river. I am here to tell you that if you 
have a chapter closing in your life, God is getting ready to open a new 
chapter.  
 

As we see this chapter close with the passing of Moses, they had the  
temptation to quit. But God tells them that it is time to get up and go. I want 
to remind you that as the prophets looked toward this time that we are in, 
they longed to be where we are today. They were jealous of you because 
you have access to the power of the Holy Ghost, you have access to an 
authority that they could only dream of. God saw fit that YOU would live in 
this day, at this time, so it is up to you to get up and cross “your Jordan”, to 
not forget that God is with you wherever you go. I am here to fire you up 
and encourage you to get up and cross your river.  
 

Joshua 1:3-5 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses. From the wilderness 
and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all the 
land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going down of 
the sun, shall be your coast.  There shall not any man be able to stand 
before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with 
thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 
 

God is saying here I will not forget you and I am with you wherever you go! 
Be honest, have you ever felt like God has forgotten you? Have you been 
in a valley? You might not be hearing from God, but He is there. He will 
NEVER forget you! Why is God repeating Himself to Joshua? Because 
Joshua is a man, just like you and me; he had feelings, like you and me; 
and he had to hear it until he got it.  
 

Joshua 1:6 &7a Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people 
shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their 
fathers to give them. Only be thou strong and very courageous… 
 

God repeats Himself because He wants His people to get a hold of it. God 
says I created the heavens and the universe, I know every star in the sky, I 
know every sand on the beach, I measured the oceans with my hands. 
That is the very same God that knew your name before you were created, 
were in your mother’s womb, was ever a thought. He is the same God that 
was with Joshua saying, “as I was with Moses, so am I going to be with 
you”. Have you been afraid? God has given us free will, so it is a decision. 

We can choose to believe His Word and follow Him. Every time you get 
discouraged, every time you have a Joshua moment and think, man this is 
bigger than me, remember God said, “I will not fail thee, nor forsake 
thee”.  
 

Joshua 1:7b …that thou mayest observe to do according to all the 
law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the 
right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou 
goest. (Prosper…that doesn’t mean to get rich quick. Every blessing of 
God has a prerequisite. I may hold on to that part of the scripture {prosper} 
but the prerequisite is that I cannot turn from the law. Joshua 1:8 This 
book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt   
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do     
according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy 
way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. (So when 
we have good courage, we will be prosperous and have good success.)    
Joshua 1:9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good 
courage… (Note another “good courage”) …be not afraid, neither be 
thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou 
goest. (It is easy to get up and shout on Sunday but when Monday comes 
around, it’s oh me; we worry about what is going on at the job site, we 
worry about what is going on in our lives, we all have problems, but God is 
always with us. Joshua 1:10-14 Then Joshua commanded the officers 
of the people, saying, Pass through the host, and command the   
people, saying, Prepare you victuals; for within three days ye shall 
pass over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land, which the        
LORD your God giveth you to possess it. And to the Reubenites, and 
to the Gadites, and to half the tribe of Manasseh, spake Joshua,    
saying, Remember the word which Moses the servant of the LORD 
commanded you, saying, The LORD your God hath given you rest, 
and hath given you this land. Your wives, your little ones, and your 
cattle, shall remain in the land which Moses gave you on this side 
Jordan; but ye shall pass before your brethren armed, 
 

Don’t walk in this world unarmed! They were walking towards their 
promise, but they still had to be armed. They saw provision in the 
wilderness, but they still had to get up and go get it. How many of 
us God has prepared a table, but we don’t feel up to getting up 
and setting at it? God has given you the keys to the kingdom and 
He wants you to use them.  
 

Joshua 1:15-16 Until the LORD have given your brethren rest, 
as he hath given you, and they also have possessed the land 
which the LORD your God giveth them: then ye shall return 
unto the land of your possession, and enjoy it, (Do you enjoy 
your life? I have needs but I enjoy my life. I know that I haven’t 
lived as long, and I am not as experienced as some but I do know 
there was a time when I did not enjoy my life. I was working too 
hard and not paying attention to the important things in life. That 
doesn’t mean to shirk your duties and it doesn’t mean to not work 
hard. But are you enjoying your life? Or are you completely 
stressed, are you looking to the next thing, are you never       
satisfied? The whole point is God gave them the land to possess 
it and enjoy it.) which Moses the LORD's servant gave you on 
this side Jordan toward the sunrising. And they answered 
Joshua, saying, All that thou commandest us we will do, and 
whithersoever thou sendest us, we will go. (They had a 
change of heart) Joshua 1:17-18 According as we hearkened 
unto Moses in all things, so will we hearken unto thee: only 
the LORD thy God be with thee, as he was with Moses.     

Don’t Quit 
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Whosoever he be that doth rebel against thy commandment, 
and will not hearken unto thy words in all that thou com-
mandest him, he shall be put to death: only be strong and of 
a good courage. 
 

Put to death? Thank God for grace! So here they are repeating it 
back to Joshua. Likewise, I am going to encourage you; be strong 
and of good courage no matter where you are in your ministry. If 
you have had chapters close, know that God is saying get up and 
go. The time is past, and He is leading you to a future, the Word 
says a future of hope.  
 

They had the opportunity to be afraid, they had the opportunity to 
say I am not good enough to be in this spot, I’m not qualified God. 
Joshua could have said, I love you God, but I don’t want to deal 
with the people. You know he had to be thinking that; he was 
there, he saw them get swallowed up, he knew. But he did it and 
the Israelites had a change of heart; and they saw victory after 
victory after victory. Was it easy? No, but they saw victory after 
victory. I am telling you not to give up because you are going to 
see victory after victory after victory. We serve a God of Victory, a 
God of wonder, a God of love. He’s a good Father, a protector, 
and an encourager.  
 

Philippians 4:11-13 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I 
have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be con-
tent. I know both how to be abased, and I know how to 
abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to 
be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I 
can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
 

This is another “power scripture” where we hold on to the good 
part, but we forget the prerequisite. Paul was a real man and he 
lived a real life. He had a problem and he looked to God and 
prayed for that thorn to be removed, but he still said, no matter 
what, with God, “I can do all things through Christ which 
strengthens me”.  
 

The definition of content is peaceful satisfaction. “Not that I speak 
in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, 
therewith to have a peaceful satisfaction”. That is a good courage 
my friend, that no matter what is going on around you, that you 
have a peaceful satisfaction. It doesn’t mean to be idle, but to be 
steadfast in Christ. You still need to get up and get it. “I can do all 
things through Christ.” 
 

Timothy’s life is an encouragement. He was a young preacher, 
and a lot like Joshua “what am I going to do”. Paul loves Timothy. 
But what is interesting here is not only what is going on, as we 
read the words on the pages, but the fact that we do not hear 
from Paul after 2 Timothy. This is Paul’s last known words, and 
he spends them encouraging his young brother in the Lord. I think 
we can learn something from this.  
 

2 Timothy 1:4-6 Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of 
thy tears, (doesn’t look like Timothy is in a good spot) that I may 
be filled with joy; When I call to remembrance the unfeigned 
faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother 
Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee 
also. Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up 
the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my 
hands. 
 

Timothy, I have heard about your tears, but you have a lineage of 
faith. Timothy, I want you to fan that flame, I want you to stir it up 
and I want you to get strong because God hasn’t given us a spirit 
of fear but of power, love, and a sound mind. That is the self-
control to take every thought into captivity that comes against the 
word of God. When something happens to you, you’ve got to 
stop, think, then act. A lot of us, and I am guilty of this, skip the 
think part. David, when he went out to face Goliath, what did he 
do? He said I don’t care about the way you think it needs to be or 
the way you are seeing this, because there was a time there was 
a bear; there was a time there was a lion, my God provides for 
me no matter what, I am going to take off this armor and then 
when the enemy, Goliath, started spewing venomous words to 
discourage and scare him, David replied, “I come to you in the 
name of the Lord”. I want you to head into your life knowing what 
was inside David “I come to you in the name of the Lord”. Be of 
good courage. Fan the flames. It sounds so great sitting in our 
pews. Fan the flames. I can shout, but when that bill comes in the 
mail, or when that bad news comes, when that co-worker comes, 
when that friend comes talking bad about you, I want you to start 
fanning the flames and I want you to be reminded of who you are, 
I want you to never forget that God sees you right where you are, 
and He’s with you wherever go. 
 

Isaiah 40:26-31 Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who 
hath created these things, (We forget that God has created all 
these things and here we are worrying about our problems, worry-
ing about where things are coming from, worrying about where 
we are going tomorrow) that bringeth out their host by num-
ber: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his 
might, for that he is strong in power; not one faileth. Why 
sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way is hid 
from the LORD, and my judgment is passed over from my 
God? Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the 
everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of 
his understanding. (His understanding is unsearchable) He 
giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he 
increaseth strength. (Receive an increase in the name of Je-
sus!) Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young 
men shall utterly fall: but they that wait upon the LORD shall 
renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as ea-
gles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, 
and not faint. 
 

Do Not Quit! God is a restorer! That wait is a joyful expectation. 
“But those that wait upon the Lord will renew their strength.” God 
is looking around and he’s needing something done in these last 
days. Are you waiting for the Lord? Because those that wait upon 
the Lord will renew their strength. Are you feeling weak? Are you 
feeling tired? Are you feeling like your finish line is coming up? 
Stir up the gift. They shall walk and not faint. DON’T QUIT!  
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I will love thee, O LORD, 

my strength.     Psalm 18:1 



 Christmas for the  

Please show the love of Jesus and help put 

the smiles on the children’s faces.  A little 

goes a long way so no gift is to small or too 

large. Help the following missions: 

Bethesda Children’s Home-Philippines 
Rev. Donald Soriano 

AIGA Philippine National Chairman 
 

Children’s Ministry in Central America 
Revs. Alfred and Febe Morgan 

AIGA Coordinators to Central America 
 

WWC Ministries for Children of Haiti 
Revs. Rick and Barb Haynes 
AIGA Coordinators to Haiti 

 

This is the only Christmas these children get. They    

receive a gift, food, and the Gospel message. Your    

donation makes a memorable and blessed Christmas for 

the children and it is so greatly appreciated. You may 

donate to a specific ministry or your love offering can be 

divided among them.  Please specify that it is for  

Christmas for the Children. 

 
International Gospel Assemblies 

411 South Third Street 
DeSoto, MO 63020 

or  
By credit card transaction over the phone 

(636) 586-3641 
 

 Children! 

How GYC is Ministering to our Youth! 
By: Rev. Kenneth Winford  

Chairman of the International Youth Activities  
Committee (Gospel Youth Crusaders) 

 

We are so excited to announce that during the 2022 Youth Camp we 
had many salvations, water baptisms and baptisms in the Holy Spirit, 
which made the lack of sleep, time planning and the cost of camp so 
worth every dollar. I wish we had an actual number to share with you 
here, but to be honest, we got so caught up in the AMAZING anointed 
services, there were few photos taken and no counting. I would           
apologize, however, ministering to the youth comes first. I would like to 
share one of our many testimonies; we had a teenager slain in the spirit, 
tears rolling into her ears and speaking in tongues for a long time. She 
came up off the floor wanting to know what had happened to her. She 
came with a friend and knew nothing about the Holy Ghost! We have 
witnessed God change gender confused youth, those bound by an 
abused past, those hurt and lonely that have contemplated ending their 
life. These are not the same kinds of kids as 10 or 20 years ago. They 
are hungry and they need the mighty power of God! And they are finding 
our God almighty at Youth Camp! 
 

It has been a crazy month since our 2022 Youth Camp as we were  
trying to secure a location to host our 2023 Youth Camp. We were   
notified that the location we have used for the past five years, Logan 
Valley Christian Retreat, is in the process of shutting down their facilities 
(the owners are retiring) and that they can no longer host a group our 
size. As our team prayed and called around to campgrounds located in 
Illinois and Missouri areas, we found the places that could accommodate 
our needs either way out of our price range (some more than double) or 
already booked for the summer dates we need. Thankfully, we received 
a call from Dave Williams, owner of the Logan Valley Christian Retreat. 
He stated that for 2023 we could book two separate weeks; one for the 
Kid’s Camp and one for the Teen Camp but that we could not exceed 
100 for either camp. That does put a cap on how many young people we 
can serve, but at least we can again minister through camp, and it gives 
us some time to find a new facility for our 2024 Youth Camp. 
 

We are relieved to announce that for 2023 we have secured two weeks: 
 July 24th – July 28th for our Teens Camp (ages 12 – 19)  

 

July 31st – August 3rd for our Kids Camp (ages 7 – 11). 
 

Each year we have seen significant growth, especially this year as we 
added the Kids Camp. More youth also mean a greater expense. The 
campground we use is roughly $200 per camper for 2023. This covers 
food services and staff to run activities. Very few of the youth that come 
to our camp could afford such a cost. For the past five years the campers 
attending the GYC Youth Camp have paid a $10 application fee to hold 
their reservation and, through donations from a few generous sponsors, 
the (AIGA) GYC Youth Committee has covered the cost for the campers. 
 

Growing is great! This means more kids to minister to see them get 
saved, delivered, filled with the Holy Ghost, come to the realization that 
God is a precious relationship. Growth also means the expense for 
camp is more. We need you! Would you please pray for us and about 
you or your ministry becoming a partner with our ministry to youth?   
 

For additional information, please visit our AIGA Website:  
aigahq.org 
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Reverend David Ernest Anthony Ross, Sr. 
April 12, 1951 - June 26, 2022 

 

David E. A. Ross, Sr. was born to Robert and Edna Ross on April 12,1951 in 
Georgetown, Guyana and he departed this life for his Heavenly home on 
June 26, 2022. David was saved January 13, 1980, under the ministry R.W. 
Schambach; during a crusade in Guyana. David and his family migrated to 
the United States on February 25, 1986, where they resided in Brooklyn, 
New York. He worked at Rosenthal & Rosenthal, as an adjuster/C.S.R. for 
the Accounts Receivables Department from 1986 until his retirement in 2015. 
 

David was a humble and caring person; displaying such a passion and zeal 
for the things of God. On April 18, 1988, Reverend Ross became a Licensed 
Minister with AIGA and ministered the gospel for over 34 years. That same 
year, Pastor Ross along with several other pastors, birthed the ministry          
of Restoration Temple. Pastor Ross served as the Associate Pastor for over 
20 years where he lead the usher department, intercessory department and 
served as the Young Adult Sunday School teacher. He was instrumental        
n developing the hunger and calling for intercession at ministry through their 
quarterly all-night prayer meetings, intercessory prayer retreats, and yearly 
National Day of Prayer services. For many years he held weekly Prayer     
and Bible Study meetings at his home in Brooklyn. He was influential in  
encouraging many to use their gifts, talents and abilities for the kingdom. 
 

His faith in God was unwavering. Pastor Ross was loved for his fun-loving 
personality, generous heart, listening ear, and God inspired encouragement. 
His whole life reflected his love for God. After his retirement, he continued      
to focus on ministry and service to the kingdom of God. He ministered at 
nursing homes and    hospitals and brought hope, encouragement, and the 
message of salvation to those he encountered. 

 

On December 5, 2003, David married the love of his life, Leslyn, and their    
18-year union formed a beautiful, blended family. They enjoyed married life to 
the fullest and ministered together. David and Leslyn’s dedication to kingdom 
continued when he joined and served as part of the pastoral leadership team 
at Changing Lives Christian Center. Pastor David and Leslyn enjoyed serving 
on the Intercessory team and facilitated the morning prayer lines during the 
pandemic. Pastor Ross also ministered during the mid-day Prayer and Bible 
Study services ("Back to Basics services"). 
 

David is now reunited with his loved ones that preceded him, including his  
beloved wife: Leslyn; Daughter: Monique; and Son: Rawle Andrae. He leaves to 
mourn, his beloved children: David Jr. (Dawn), Candace (Allan), Candace & 
Kenton; Grandchildren: Ashley, Josiah, Jewel, Gabrielle, Maia & Nia; Great-
grandchildren: Roma and Jazmyn; Siblings: Winston, Robert Jr., Shirley and 
Dennis. He will be sorely missed by a host of in-laws, nephews, nieces, great-
nephews, great-nieces, cousins, close friends, and his church family. 

____________________    
 

Reverend Leo Sidney Mullins 
July 14, 1928 – July 27, 2022 

 

Leo Sidney Mullins was born to Sidney and Margaret Mullins on July 14, 
1928, in Mountain View, Arkansas. He left his residence in Florissant,      
Missouri, for his new home in glory on Wednesday, July 27, 2022.  
 

Leo Mullins worked at Wagner Electric for 35 years, starting out as a coal 
fireman and later as a stationary engineer. When    Wagner Electric moved 
locations, he gained employment at the state hospital where he retired after 
ten years. Leo had a strong work ethic and passed that trait on to his sons, 
Kevin and Kurt. Throughout Leo’s life, he was an avid outdoorsman and 
loved activities such as hiking, fishing, and hunting. 
 

Leo served as a troop chaplain for the Boy Scouts of America. He was a devout 
Christian, a man deep in his faith, and was born again and baptized on March 
27, 1977. Leo Mullins became an Ordained Minister with AIGA on June 26, 
1995. Rev. Mullins  ministered at area nursing homes for 20 years with his dear 
friend, Rev. Regina Ruiz (also an Ordained Minister with AIGA). Together they 
shared their love of Jesus through songs and sermons with the residents. 
 

He loved watching the St. Louis Cardinals, and when his sons were boys, 
they all enjoyed a game of catch.  Leo kept in shape by walking throughout 
his 60’s, 70’s, and 80’s. He was a U. S. Korean War Army veteran. 
 

Leo was preceded in death by his dear wife, RosaLee (Hastey) Mullins;       
his parents, Sidney and Margaret Mullins; a brother, Willis Mullins; and five 
sisters, Mary Kathryn, Margaret Jane, Helen Orenia, Ruth Premrose, and 
Jeanette Louise Mullins. 
 

Mourning their loss are his two sons, Kevin Mullins and Kurtis (Paula) Mullins; 
five grandchildren, Andrew Kevin Mullins, Danielle Rose Mullins, Sarah  Nicole 
Mullins, Claire Elise Mullins, and Grace Elizabeth Mullins; a brother, Walter 
Mullins; and a sister, Trease Clair Mullins and many Church family and friends. 
 

Funeral services were held on Monday, August 1, 2022 at Faith Baptist 
Church in Freeburg, Illinois and he was buried with military honors at Arcadia 
Valley Memorial Park, in Ironton, Missouri. 

____________________    
 

Reverend Harold Lynn Bedford, Sr. 
March 16, 1942 – July 27, 2022 

 

The Reverend Harold Lynn Bedford, Sr., 80 of Damascus, PA, died      
peacefully on Wednesday, July 27, 2022, at Rosewood Nursing Home, 
Schuylkill Haven, PA. He was born in DuPont, PA on March 16, 1942, to the 
late Ernest and Viola Powell Bedford. 
 

Harold worked many years as a Security Guard at The Hideout gated     
community in Lake Ariel, PA, and later proudly graduated from Valley Forge 
Christian College, Valley Forge, PA. 
 

There were many fond memories of Reverend Harold during his years with 
the church but the number one was when he came to the Lord as a young 
man and accepted Jesus as his Savior; what a wonderful change Salvation 
brought to his life and future!  
 

Reverend Harold Lynn Bedford became an Ordained Minister with AIGA on 
September 22, 2005. He had a burden for the lost that was inspiring. Reverend 
Harold knew what Jesus had done for him and he wanted that for everyone!  
 

He is survived by his wife Linda Nagel-Bedford, his daughter Christina (Roy) 
Slocum of Gouldsboro, PA, three sons: Harold Bedford, Jr. of Zephyrhills, FL, 
Russell (Carey) Bedford of Dunmore, PA, and Robert “Eddie” (Candi)    
D'Gator Bedford of Zephyrhills, FL; Grandchildren: John, MaryLynn, Jeff, 
Rachel, Joshua, Brady, Dylan, Ayla, Brittany, Russell Jr., Matt, Cody and 
Mallory; Great-grandchildren: Jaden, Ryan, Cameron, Carter, Eli, Wesley, 
Sabrina, and Levi; Step-children: Valerie, Christopher, Theresa, and Tami; 
Step-grandchildren: Alyssa and Christopher.  
 

Reverend Harold is also survived by his dear sister, Thelma (Richard) Tryger 
of Cortez, PA and many beloved family members and Christian friends. 
 

He was preceded in death by his loving Wife, Eunice Lynn Bedford (they 
were both Ordained Ministers of AIGA from September 22, 2005, and    
ministered together until her death August 18, 2015); brothers: Richard   
Bedford and Eddie Bedford; Sister: Noretta Bedford; Son: Doney Bedford; 
and Grandson: David Haring. 

Dearly Departed 
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Michael Ernest Burns Sr. 
September 14, 1952 - July 11, 2022 

 

Michael Ernest Burns, Sr., of DeSoto, Missouri, was born September 14, 
1952, in St. Louis, Missouri, to Lexie B. Burns and Wilma Joy Blue and he 
passed from this life to his Heavenly home on July 11, 2022, in Festus,   
Missouri, surrounded by his loved ones. 
 

Mr. Burns served in the U.S. Army from 1971 to 1975, serving a year in      
Vietnam with the 82nd Airborne. After serving his country, Mike worked as a 
welder for Continental Fabricators until he  retired. He was a member of VFW 
Post 1831 in De Soto and the Highway Rockers (car club). Mike had many 
interests, such as fully restoring his 1967 Dodge D100 Pickup truck and a 1967 
Plymouth Barracuda Formula S, and he loved to go with Janet, his cherished 
wife, to car shows where they won many trophies. He also enjoyed fishing, 
hunting, woodworking and most of all, spending time with his family.  
 

He is survived by his wife of 49 years: Janet Burns (AIGA Office Manager) of 
De Soto; a son: Michael (Danyel) Burns, Jr. of De Soto; a daughter: Sheila 
Graves of De Soto; a sister: Judy (Jim) Brake of Antonia; his mother-in-law: 
Rev. H. Arlene Rayl; six grandchildren: Tara (Joe Gilbreth) Graves of      
Columbia, IL, and Danny Graves, Cheyenne Burns, Bethanie (Drayton) 
Jones-Castillo, Lilian and Wednesday, all of De Soto; and a great-grandchild: 
Vivienne of De Soto. 
 

He was preceded in death by his parents: Lexie B. Burns and Wilma Joy 
Beach; Step-dad: Galen Beach; two sisters: Sandy Swain and Bonnie Fer-
guson; and his father-in-law: the Rev. Granville Rayl. 
 

The funeral service, officiated by Pastor Carl McKalip, was held on Saturday, 
July 16th at Mahn Funeral Home in DeSoto, and he was buried with military 
honors at in Peaceful Ridge Cemetery, in DeSoto, Missouri.  

____________________    
 

Reverend Elizabeth Madgeline Pearsall 
March 5, 1939 – July 31, 2022 

 

Reverend Elizabeth Madgeline Pearsall, 83, of Weedville, PA, passed from 
this life on Sunday, July 31, 2022 at Penn Highlands DuBois following a brief 
illness. She was born March 5, 1939, in Ohio, a daughter of the late Aloysius 
and Esther Barhorst Miller. 
 

Elizabeth was married to the late Richard Pearsall, who preceded her in 
death in 1982.  
 

Rev. Pearsall was strong in her faith. The fellowship of fellow Christians and 
attending church services brought her joy. She also enjoyed singing, traveling, 
and spending time outdoors. As a mother to a large family, she loved caring for 
her family and could often be found cooking, baking, canning, and gardening. 
 

She is survived by seven children; Victoria Narby of Sykesville, Angela   
Hilgefort of DuBois, Nancy (Kenny ) Macro of California, Betsy Pearsall of 
Reynoldsville, Richelle Pearsall of DuBois,  Richard (Kara) Pearsall of 
Sykesville, and Abigail (Ron) Walker of St. Marys. She is also survived by 
numerous grandchildren and great-grandchildren and by one brother; Jim 
Miller of Ohio. 
 

In addition to her parents and her husband, she was preceded in death by a 

son; Michael Hilgefort and a daughter; Sally Lovegren. 
____________________    

 

Ruth Ann Jenkins 
September 5, 1936 - August 29, 2021  

 

Ruth Ann Jenkins, 84, of Cadiz, was called home to be with the Lord on 
Sunday, August 29, 2021. She was born on September 5, 1936, a daughter 
of the late Mildred R. and Raymond R. Springer. Ruth Ann was a loving wife, 
mother, sister, aunt, grandmother, great-grandmother and great-great-
grandmother to all that knew her.  
 

Ruth was proud to be a part of AIGA and held Christian Worker credentials 
since May 21, 2009. She loved God with all her heart and had such great 
faith. Ruth wanted people to know Jesus as their Savior. She was very active 
in her church by sending cards, taking people anywhere they needed to go 
and helping with anything she could. 
 

She was also very active in anything that involved her family, and was very 
proud of the fact that, just like her mother, was always going to a sporting 
event, and never missed a family gathering if she could help it. Ruth Ann was 
also an active member in Word of Truth Church in Jewett, OH, and was a 
gentle soul that did her best to help anyone in need. She loved spending time 
at the ball fields, spending time with one of her many family members, volun-
teering for Gables Care Center, helping at the Cadiz Senior Center, and a 
multitude of other activities. 
 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband, Don-
ald Jenkins; son: Raymond Jenkins; sister, Jean Yervelli; half-brother, Rich-
ard Gilver; granddaughters: Kimberly Bishop and Kaytlin Marie Garrett; 
grandson: Shawn Jenkins; and great-great-grandson: Thane Garret;  
 

She is survived by her children, Ronald (Charlene) Jenkins of Cadiz, Ralph 
(Christine) Jenkins of Leesville, Robert (Tammy) Jenkins of Cadiz, Donna 
(John) Bishop of Hopedale, and Rodney (Lisa) Jenkins of Richmond; daugh-
ter in law, Paula Jenkins, all of Ohio, along with 22 grandchildren, 33 great-
grandchildren and 7 great-great-grandchildren. Also surviving is her brother, 
Joseph Springer, of Harleysville, PA, along with many nieces and nephews. 
After her faith in God, her family was the most important thing to her.  
 

Her funeral was held Friday, September 3, 2021 at Word of Truth Church in 
Jewett, Ohio with Pastor John Bishop and Pastor Larry Hostetler officiating. 
Her internment is at Cadiz Union Cemetery. 

____________________    
 

Reverend Donald Eugene Roberts 
September 1, 1928 - March 15, 2022 

 

Reverend Donald Eugene Roberts, 93, of Siloam Springs, AR, passed away 
Tuesday, March 15, 2022, at the Veterans Hospital in Fayetteville, Arkansas. 
Donald was born September 1, 1928, to parents Clark and Bessie Roberts. 
 

Reverend Roberts has been an active minister of the Gospel since he    
became an Ordained Minister with AIGA on September 21, 1989. He lived 
his life to serve and help others. He served at several food pantries, was 
actively involved in his church, and proudly served in the U.S. Army during 
the Korean War. He was self-employed and owned Roberts Earth Moving 
and D & R Trim. 
 

Reverend Roberts is survived by his wife, Reta Whitham Roberts of Siloam 
Springs, Arkansas; four daughters, Donna Owens of Eads, Colorado, Marsha 
Smith of Siloam Springs, Arkansas, Sheri (Curt) Hoskins of Lincoln, Arkansas, 
and Michele (Tim) Jackson of Siloam Springs, Arkansas; daughter-in-law, 
Janet Roberts Hall of Siloam Springs, Arkansas; 19 grandchildren; 36 great-
grandchildren; 15 great-great-grandchildren; and so many other loved ones. 
 

He was preceded in death by his parents; his late wife Anice  Roberts; two 
sons: David Roberts and Brad Roberts; sister: Marvene Caldwell; grandson: 
Derek Long; great-grandson: James Owens; and sons-in-law: Jim Smith and 
Max Owens. 
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In my Father's house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you.           John 14:2  

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-14-2/


Reverend Cedric Jerome Riley 
December 23, 1950 – November 30, 2021 

 

Reverend Cedric Jerome Riley, age 70, of Oceanside, California, passed 
away on November 30, 2021. Cedric was born on December 23, 1950, in 
Palmetto, Florida. Cedric graduated Lincoln Memorial High School in 1969 
and in 1970 signed up to proudly serve in the Marines. He later worked at 
and retired from Cox Communications in Oceanside, CA. 
 

He married Fumie and they had three beautiful daughters, Mariko, Yumiko, 
and Sandra. He loved his family and was a very devoted husband and father. 
 

Rev. Riley was a Licensed Minister with AIGA since February of 1994. He was 
instrumental working with so many ministries, including the church New      
Creations Christian Center. Always loving, compassionate and funny, Brother 
Cedric was known for his belting laugh and sharing the love of Jesus, and for his 
long-lasting relationships throughout his lifetime, whether it was old Marine 
buddies, past neighbors, or former co-workers. He made everyone he met feel 
special and that he genuinely cared about what was happening in their lives. 
Cedric loved the outdoors, especially the fresh air of the ocean waters and 
deep-sea fishing with family and friends. 
 

He is survived by his dear wife, Fumie, and daughters, Mariko, Yumiko 
(Shawncy), and Sandra, along with siblings, family, and many friends. Rev. 
Riley is laid to rest at Eternal Hills  Memorial Park in Oceanside, California. 

____________________    
 

Rev. Peggy Darlene Culpepper Carrington 
August 16, 1937 – August 6, 2022 

 

Reverend Peggy Darlene Culpepper Carrington was born in   Wichita Falls, 
in Wichita County, Texas to Ralph O. and Era Jo (Sherrill) Culpepper on the 
16th day of August in 1937. She departed this life on Saturday, August 6, 
2022, in Fayetteville, AR. 
 

Reverend Carrington became an Ordained Minister with AIGA on July 30, 
1972. Peggy and her husband, Cletis, enjoyed traveling and ministering the 
gospel together; sharing their faith was very dear to them. They were proud 
to be affiliated with AIGA and enjoyed fellowshipping with fellow ministers. 
 

She is survived by her dear husband, Cletis Kermon Carrington, also an 
Ordained Minister of AIGA, and resident in Siloam Springs, Arkansas. 
 

Rev. Donald Soriano, his father, Rev. Juan Soriano, and his 
mother, Rev. Elva Soriano with the Bible School students in the 
Philippines. 
 

In 1969 Rev. Margaret Hendrix, then pastor of Rose of  
Sharon Full Gospel Temple located in Hillsdale, MO, 
brought Rev. Elva Soriano and 17 year old Donald Soriano 
to the AIGA Headquarters, then located at 2621 Louisiana 
Avenue, St. Louis, MO, to meet Rev. Granville Rayl. From 
this meeting began a wonderful partnership and was the 
beginning for AIGA on the foreign field. Rev. Juan Soriano 
soon became the AIGA Philippine National Chairman. In 
May of 1970 the AIGA Philippine branch held their first 
Conference and Rev. Granville Rayl borrowed money so 
that he could make his very first mission trip to be their    
special guest.  
 

AIGA was thrilled with the opportunity to step alongside the 
Soriano’s and their ministry. Their orphanage, Bethesda 
Children’s Home, established in 1948, was growing and 
had needs. As AIGA members caught the vision and 
shared the passion, we stepped up and helped through 
donations and sponsoring orphans.  

 

What humbly began with helping orphan Philippine      
children after the war has grown to a vast ministry; 

schools, clinics, teaching and 
training for ministers as well 
as other professions. Bethes-
da has children that have 
grown to do great things all 
around the world today. They 
have gone beyond the borders 
of the Philippines, planting 
new churches, ministries, and 
spreading the Gospel.  From 
its beginning, Bethesda   
Children’s Home has helped 
over 4,500 children.  
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 We welcome the new members of AIGA below 
that were approved during July, August, and 
September Credential  Committee Meetings. 

 

U.S.A. 
 

ELLIOTT, Linwood R. (Ordained Minister) Crestwood, MO 
 

LAUGHLIN, Douglas L. (Ordained Minister) Bakersfield, CA 
 

MULLINS, Douglas Jack (Ordained Minister) Goldvein, VA 
 

PADILLA, Elizabeth A. (Ordained Minister) Sugar Land, TX 
 

SALINAS, Nancy Ann (Ordained Minister)   Sugar Land, TX 
 

UPGRADE 
 

FRITZ, Natalie A. (Licensed Minister) Wilmington, IL 
 

CHARTER 
 

THE SHEPHARD'S MESSAGE (Evangelist Charter)  
 Rev. U. Cliff McDowell, Gulfport, MS 

(Continued from page 14) 

Donald and Juan Soriano 
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AIGA Kansas State Convention 
to be held at 

Dunamis Church Christian Outreach Fellowship 
Wi nfield, Kansas 

 

 March 1 - 2 - 3 
Wednesday - Friday 

 
 
 

2023 AIGA National Convention 
to be held in 

DeSoto, Missouri 
 

 July 19 - 20 - 21 
Wednesday - Friday 

 
 

 

2023 G.Y.C. Youth Camps 
to be held at 

Logan Valley Christian Retreat  
Ellington, Missouri 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

(ages 12 - 19) 

July 24 - 27 

  
(ages 7 - 11) 

 July 31 - August 3 
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